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Opportunities for Rural 
Entrepreneurs
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• Opportunities in Africa

• Commercialisation of smallholder farmers

• Assistance to rural entrepreneurs 

• Long term investment programme

• Conclusions

Outline
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Low Land Prices
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World Class Yields
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Africa Rising

Source: World Bank and OECD data.
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Smallholder Farming
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Challenges Smallholder Farmer
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Agriseeds Zimbabwe
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Agriseeds Zimbabwe

• Donors: AusAid and NMFA

• Contribution to national food security 

• Commercialisation of 2,200 small-scale farmers 

• Revolving agricultural input fund

• Promotion of conservation farming

• Guaranteed produce supply
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Good Agricultural Practices
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• Multi-donor consortium

• Incorporate small farmers in the supply 
chain

• Develop new and innovative business in 
agriculture

• Grant (partly repayable) of USD 250 k –
1.5 mln

• Match funding: 40 – 100 percent

• USD 27 mln, 30 business in 16 countries

Africa Entreprise Challenge Fund
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Full business plan 
developed client

Business plan reviewed 
by Investment Committee

Initial capital
invested

Sustained ActionIdentification CollaboratingCo-Learning

Plan approved

Plan  submitted

Changes requested

Value Chain Catalyst Fund
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Conclusions

• Private sector real driver for development 

• Opportunities in agriculture in Africa

• Challenges small-scale farmer must be dealt 

with in parallel

• Partner to utilise funding and opportunities

• Finance and business support available
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Contact

SNV Zimbabwe

Bart M. Sijbenga

bsijbenga@snvworld.org

+263 91 2288912

SNV Netherlands

Eric Kemp

ekemp@snvworld.org

+31 6 1254 8554


